THE BEAST FROM THE ABYSS
will pay. The democratic form of our social and political life must
not be abandoned. It is of the very essence of our civilization.
The choice has to be made between two courses. One is to try to
deduce from the principles that have been evolved in the history
of democracy new forms of political leadership and control and
new institutional safeguards of freedom and justice. In that case
the temptation must at all times be resisted to work through
demagogic influencing of the masses, terroristic intimidation of
the masses, or any of the methods of State absolutism. The other
course, the only alternative, would be to proceed to the systematic
creation of a Fascist or Nazi form of the totalitarian State. It
seems to me that the essential instructiveness of the German
experience lies in the fact that the study of it is the only possible
way of arriving at a clear realization of the conditions of the
renewal and maintenance of the imperishable elements of
democracy. It may be that as that realization is approached it
will be discovered that some of the noisiest defenders of democracy
and of human progress have not by any means been true friends
of them.
Between Chaos and Tyranny
"Can they remain Liberal parliamentary democracies if they
want to carry on war with efficacy?" wrote Halevy pessimistically
in UEre des Tyrannies. But it is an expedient legally available to
democratism to provide itself in times of acute emergency with a
higher degree of efficacy through setting up a temporary
dictatorship.
Few things have done so much harm as the confusion of mind
concerning the possibility within the framework of a constitutional
State, and the temporary necessity, of the concentration of
responsibility in a dictatorship, and the various forms of modern
tyranny and absolutism this involves. This confusion of ideas is
not only understandable, it is frequently promoted, of set purpose,
for demagogic ends, in order to divert men's attention and to mask
unadmitted aims. The obliteration thus effected, not only of
nuances but of differences that matter very seriously, is promoted